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(Editor's Note: This is the first or two articles on Mafia/CIA connections.) 
The recent stories concerning the relationship between the CIA and the Mafia have 
nmi S fi r,ous Questions about who Is in charge of our Intelligence agencies. The 
CIA/Mafia scandal Involves alleged collaboration between the kingpins of Chicago and 
* Jim 5 ai or 9 an,ze< * crtnne, the Howard Hughes empire and our own spooks, in a plan 
to kill Castro In the early sixties. The CIA has attempted, In the last few months, to 
suggest that the alliance was of short duration; that the CIA has had limited dealing 
with organized crime. Actually, American Intelllegnce has had very close ties with the 
Mafia since the early days of World War II. 

In 1942-43 the Office of Naval Intelligence (ONI) contracted major Mafia figure 
Lucky Luciano to help with an anti-sabotage project called "Operation Underworld." 
in return for helping ONI keep sabotage down on the New York docks, Luciano was 
moved to a minimum security prlslon where he could more easily give orders to Meyer 
Lansky, his second-in-command. 

ONI used Luciano again to arrange close support from the Sicilian Mafia before the 
nvasion of Sicily on July 9, 1943. In return, Mafia men were made liaison men with the 
U.S. Army, and appointed mayors of local villages. In 1946, Luciano was rewarded for 
his efforts. He was released from prison and deported to Italy. From 1946 to 1950, 
Luciano and Lansky built the classic heroin hierarchy involving the Corsican Mafia (U- 
nion Corse) In Marseilles, and the Florida Trafficante Family. 

A primary link In this heroin pipeline was established In Cuba. The arrangements 
were finalized in a 1947 Havana meeting Involving Luciano, Lansky and represen- 
tatives of every large underworld operation in the USA. By the fifties, Mafia Interests 
were allowed to blossom freely under the generous Cuban dictator Batista. Huge blocks 
of money from the Trafficante family (Tampa) and the Carlos Marcello Family (New 
Orleans) were Invested jn Cuba. Chicago Mafia money was "raked off" Las Vegas 
operations and sunk into the many casinos that sprang up in Havana's free-for-all at- 
mosphere. 

In 1947 the newly-formed CIA cemented the Union Corset hold Marseilles. The 
Port of Marseilles was paralyzed by a series of "leftist oriented" union strikes With 
typical antl-communlst fervor, the fledgling CIA backed the powerful Corsican un- 
derworld in a power play against the leftist Unions. The Corsicans gained control of the 
docks and gained considerable political clout in French politics. The Union Corse 
heroin factories could then operate in Marseilles with a minimum of French govern- 
ment Interference. 

Either by accident or design, the CIA had provided ample support to the establlsh- 
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